
Board of Education Election
There are four candidates for three board seats, each of which 

carries a three-year term. All board seats are considered “at large” 
rather than for a specific seat. Voters will be instructed to vote for three 
of the four candidates. The candidates are: Colleen Badger, Steven 
Philbrick, Susan Emerson Strasser, and Bruce Tryon. To read 
profiles of the candidates, visit the district website: CRCSD.org.  

With economic outlook uncertain, 
district aims to preserve programs 

Cobleskill-Richmondville Central 
School District residents will vote 
by absentee ballot on a $43,069,365 
budget that has been dramatically 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The ballots will be counted June 9.

Reflecting a fragile economic 
landscape, the proposed 2020-21 
budget cuts costs in many areas, 
including the elimination of more 
than 12 staff positions. The proposed 
budget limits the tax-levy increase to 
less than 2 percent.

The Coronavirus pandemic, which 
has prompted the closure of school 
buildings statewide since mid-March, 
also will reduce the district’s expected 
revenues this coming school year. 

Aid from state and federal sources 
is projected to fall by $209,892 -- and 
possibly more. Governor Andrew 
Cuomo has indicated adjustments 
to state aid will be made periodically 
throughout the year, prompting the 
district to develop contingencies that 
would further reduce expenditures.

In building the proposed budget, 
the district recognized the financial 
burdens weighing on taxpayers. 
The budget draws $2,190,000 from 
reserves, which helps offset the 
revenue reductions and limits the tax 
levy increase to 1.98 percent, which 
falls under the state’s “tax cap.”

To maintain rigorous academic 
programs, the proposed budget 
reduces expenditures in other areas, 
including classroom materials and 
supplies, professional development 
and travel, contracted services 
with outside vendors, and strategic 
planning projects. Additionally, the 

  See Budget, page 3

Proposed budget raises tax levy by less than 2 percent

Cobleskill-Richmondville 
Central School

Budget Newsletter - June 2O2O

At the top, Radez Elementary School 
students wrote Valentine’s Day letters 
to military service members stationed 
abroad as part of the “Hugs for Soldiers” 
program. Students from 12 classes par-
ticipated in writing letters. 

On the right, C-R’s food service team 
prepares  “Grab and Go” meals during 
the school closure. More than 100 
families per day took advantage. Meals, 
including a healthy breakfast and lunch, 
were provided at no cost to district fam-
ilies five days a week. By mid-May, more 
than 6,700 meals had been served.



C-RCS School District Budget Notice
The information below is the New York state mandated School District Budget Notice. It shows specific items for the 2019-20 budget, as well as the 2020-21 proposed 
budget and the 2020-21 contingent budget (implemented if the proposed budget does not pass). The 2020-21 proposed budget of $43,039,365 represents a $445,432 
or 1.05 percent, increase in spending, from the current school year. The 2020-21 proposed tax levy of $16,735,379 is a 1.98% increase from the 2019-20 tax levy. The 
proposed tax levy increase is below the  district’s maximum allowable limit as calculated by the state’s tax levy limit formula. Note that the 2020-21 budget includes an 
appropriation for a five-year lease for phone system upgrades. The principal amount of the lease is $108,925, of which $ 23,244 will be paid in 2020-21.

Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School District Budget Notice 

Overall Budget Proposal 
Budget Adopted  
for the 2019-20   

School Year 

Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-21 

School Year 

Contingency Budget 
for the 2020-21 
School Year * 

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 42,593,933 $ 43,039,365 $ 42,812,027 

Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year 

 

$ 445,432 $ 218,095 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.05% 0.51% 

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%  
 

 
A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 16,408,709 $ 16,735,379  

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $ 118,613 $ 119,281  

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $ 0 $ 0  

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ 0 $ 0  

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $ 16,527,322 $ 16,854,660 $ 16,527,322 

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $ 1,301,864 $ 1,273,519  

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 15,106,845 $ 15,461,860  

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 15,106,845 $ 15,461,860  

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval –  
      See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $ 0 $ 0  

 
 Administrative Component $ 3,474,987 $ 3,597,047 $ 3,500,097 

 Program Component $ 31,613,939 $ 31,963,860 $ 31,903,600 

Capital Component $ 7,505,007 $ 7,478,458 $ 7,408,330 

 
 
* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated 
pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. 
 
In the event voters reject a district’s proposed budget, the board will enact a Contingent Budget.  Under a Contingent Budget, the tax 
levy must be no greater than that of the prior year and the budget would be subject to certain contingent budget requirements. To 
comply, the board would reduce expenditures by $227,337 and increase the use of Fund Balance by $100,000.  The tax levy would be 
reduced by $327,337.  Required expenditure reductions include all equipment, non-contractual salary increases, and various 
administrative expenditures. Additional reductions would be made to teachers, field trips, and athletics.  In addition, the district could not 
allow outside groups to use school facilities without paying in advance for any anticipated costs. 
 
** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements) 
 

Description Amount 
School Bus Purchase $ 509,022 

  

 
NOTE: Please submit an electronic version (Word or PDF) of this completed form to: emscmgts@nysed.gov 
 

Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-21 School Year 

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1  $562 

 
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 by the qualified voters of the Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School District, 
Schoharie County, New York, will be held by absentee ballot on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. Ballots will be mailed to qualified voters of the 
District. Completed absentee ballots must be received in the District Office by 5 p.m. on June 9, 2020. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 



budget eliminates all late-bus routes 
and shortens athletic schedules by 
eliminating some non-league contests. 

Although the district’s workforce will 
be reduced, no teachers will be laid off. 
All of the eliminated full-time positions 
are either vacant or expected to become 
vacant. Additional personnel savings 
also will be realized by adjusting the 
schedules of some positions.

“During our budget process, we 
were guided this spring by three 
strategic priorities: to preserve high 
quality programming for students, 
to be mindful of taxpayers’ ability 
to pay, and to think ‘long term’ 
when implementing solutions,” said 
Superintendent Carl Mummenthey.  
“This budget proposal, while far from 
perfect, achieves those three strategic 
priorities.”

The pandemic has significantly 
altered the voting process. Under 
executive order from the Governor, 

the district has mailed absentee 
ballots, along with postage-paid return 
envelopes, to all qualified district 
voters. Ballots must be received by 5 
p.m. on June 9 to be counted.

A simple majority of 50 percent plus 
one vote is needed for the budget to 
pass. In the event the budget fails, the 
district will have to adopt a contingency 
budget that keeps the tax levy flat. The 
contingency budget would prompt 
further reductions in personnel 
as well as the elimination of many 
extracurricular and athletic programs 
and the elimination of “community 
use” of our campuses’ buildings and 
grounds.

PROJECTED REVENUES
Category 2019-20 2020-21
 Budgeted  Projected

Property taxes $16,527,322 $16,854,660
State and federal aid $21,206,533 $20,989,178
Refunds/Tuition/Interest (local sources) $2,970,078 $3,005,527
Fund balance/reserves $1,890,000 $2,190,000
TOTAL $42,593,933 $43,039,365

PROPOSED EXPENDITURES
Category 2019-20 2020-21
 Budgeted  Projected

Administrative $3,474,987 $3,597,047
Capital $7,505,007 $7,478,458
Program $31,613,939 $31,963,860
TOTAL $42,593,933 $43,039,365

Other 5.09%

State/Fed Aid 
48.77% Program 

74.27%

Capital 17.38%

Administrative 
8.36%

EXPENDITURESREVENUES

 Budget, from page 1 Bus proposition
Residents will be voting on a propo-
sition that would allow the district to 
purchase five school buses at a total 
cost not to exceed $509,022. The 
purchase would include three large 
school buses (66 passengers) and 
two smaller buses (30 passengers).

School 
tax levy 
39.16%

Local 6.98%

During Golding Middle School’s “Connectivity Day,” 
students connected with each other — as well as their 
teachers — by discovering common interests and new 
activities. Connectivity Day serves the district’s strategic 
plan by offering new avenues for engagement. 
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District residents will vote on the 
following:

• The proposed $43,039,365 
school budget, which carries a 
spending increase of $445,432 
(1.05%) and a tax levy increase of 
$327,338 (1.98%). Because the tax 
levy increase falls within the “tax 
cap” limit, the budget requires a 
simple majority vote (50 percent, 
plus one vote) for approval. 

• A proposal to purchase three 
66-passenger school buses and 
two 30-passenger school buses at 
a cost not to exceed $509,022. 

 • Three seats on the Board of 
Education, each of which carries 
a three-year term. All seats are 
elected “at large,” rather than for 
a specific seat. Voters will vote for 
three of the four candidates. (Visit 
CRCSD.org for details.)

• A separate proposition to fund 
The Community Library for 
$269,850. The community library 
funding is separate and apart 
from the school budget. Under 
Education Law, funding for the 
library is collected by the district 
and then forwarded to the library.

How to vote
All school budget and board 
of education votes statewide 
will take place via absentee 
ballot. If you are a registered 
voter residing in the district, 
you will receive an absentee 
ballot in the mail. To vote, 
complete the ballot and 
mail it back to the district. 
Returned ballots must be 
received by 5 p.m. on June 
9, 2020. If you have not 
received a ballot or have any 
questions, please contact 
C-RCS District Clerk 
Ruth Van Deusen at 
vandeusenr@crcsd.org or 
518-234-4032, ext. 2000.

What’s on the ballot? 
2020-21 Budget/Board of Education Vote at a Glance


